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A Virtual Library World for pre-
entry University students

Students often arrive at University unsure about where they’re going, what they’re
doing, people they’re meeting. A stressful time.



Virtualni svét knihovny pro nové studenty univerzity

Projekt portsmouthské univerzity pro nové zapsané
studenty - PrepUP - obsahuje knihovni sekci, ktera se
snazi vyuzitim jednoduché grafiky a virtualniho svéta
metafor predstavit studentiim univerzitni knihovnu
predtim nez zahaji studium. Projekt zahrnuje grafické
informativni polozky a zabavné prvky, které maji za cil
podpofit jeho objevovani. VyuZiti a zpétna vazba
naznacuje, Ze se jedna o uzitecny doplnék projektu,
ktery zapojuje studenty a pomaha jim se vyporadat s
jejich zacatky na univerzité.

Might even be international students who are struggling with language as well.
(Czech abstract of paper on PrepUP project).



PrepUP

PrepUP is a University of Portsmouth project developed by the University’s
Department of Curriculum Quality and Enhancement (DCQE) to help pre-entry
students transition from school/college to university life. To reduce some of the

stress.
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Lots of “UP” projects in the University —

StartUP
Info for new students

http://www.port.ac.uk/startup/

LookUP
Info for all students

http://www.port.ac.uk/lookup/

ConnectUP
One stop shop for computer needs (near Library and Student Union)

http://www.port.ac.uk/special/is/staff/gettingsupport/connectup/

SetUP for Life

Purple Door Recruitment and Purple Door Careers (as well as Marketing and DCQE)
advising current students and recent graduates on a variety of employability issue.

http://www.port.ac.uk/departments/services/marketingandcommunications/setupfo
rlife/

http://www.port.ac.uk/careersandrecruitment/
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opUP

Pre-entry

(all students who have been offered a
confirmed place)

Aimed at pre-entry students — all those who’ve been offered a confirmed place. With
other documents they’re sent, they receive a login and password which takes them
straight to their course’s section of PrepUP.



PrepUWP

project

formerly a trial; now rolled out across university

Project initially trialled with the Business School (Phase 1), then extended to one
course from each Department in the University (35+ | think it was), now offered to all
departments (Phase Ill). Library invited to take part at Phase |l



Educational Technologist

Marie Kendall is an Educational Technologist in DCQE who has done the actual
development work on the Library’s portion of PrepUP. We (in the Library) send her
our ideas and text and PowerPoint mockups and she does all the work of turning

them into Flash and ‘making it so’.



U 1S(

Ul vviliialiis
nformation Librarian

Southampton Solent University Tte Altevaative Library”

Timothy Collinson and
Alson Williams

nevgeton
0 e mesphen o tysesl e s hophd expcesten.

The Urall Research Rt o 8, joamal 5
evsabie st

Much of my thinking about the Library’s part in the project grew out of work done
with Alison Williams of Solent University. Our paper on ‘The Alternative Library’ gives
some of background to exploration, easter eggs, and virtual doughnuts taking
inspiration from 1980s text based adventure games (NETBAGs) which PrepUP now
emulates much more graphically.

The paper can be found at:
http://eprints.libr.port.ac.uk/view/people/Collinson, Timothy.html



i_e rningTéchnoIogist
University of Brighton

P Executive for Social Media
BBC
(was Metaverse Evangelist, IBM)

Katie Piatt’s work with StudentQuest at the University of Brighton also inspired
thinking on engagement via game play.

Roo Reynolds (formerly a ‘metaverse evangelist’ at IBM) inspired thinking on the
immersivity of virtual worlds.
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‘'ou are here: prepup > home Al
D@ Universityaf PrepUP
lo Portsmouth
Home  Uni Learning My Course Uni Life  Competitions Logout
* _Home You have logged in sucessfully
My course D Ctaff
r a2udll
Facebook Coming to University is a big step and, for many people,
is @ journey into the unknown. It is a very exciting time in
. your life: you will be meeting new people, learning new p
udents’ Union things and new horizons will be opening up to you.
PrepUP has been designed to give you some background
hel information to help you prepare for your first few weeks
Lethelp at University and hear what staff and existing students
say.
Competitions
News ..
The first PrepUp competition winners announced! 3 prospective students have won
University of Portsmouth piggy banks after submitting useful money saving tips. They
«_My recent activity suggested:
, Home

ot ° *Consider a pay-as-you go rmobile. Ask yourself this: is your mobite phone absolutely
‘) necessary? If the answer is yes, then ask yourself whether you really need all those
minutes and texts that come as part of your package.”

“Keep a shopping money diary, noting down how much you spend on each shop. This
way, you can caiculate whether you are over spending, and if so, limit the cost of your
next shopping trip.*

“Leave your car at home. Walk, use the bus or car pool if you have to.”

All very good ideas!

Don't miss out on your chance to win a University of Portsmouth Students' Union hooded

top - find out more here

This is the welcome to PrepUP page for a member of staff. Students would be taken
(by virtue of their login) straight to their course’s front page.
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| Ble Edt Vew Favortes Took Help

»_about the course TE | /

\ futors answer
FAQS BSc (Hons) Internet Technology
pointers from Pointers from your tutor
your tutor
e Keep yourself up-to-date with the latest technology news (for example by reading
/ e oL Slashdot and BBC news).
FAQs e Think about the technology that you use daily; how it works and how it can be
improved.
typical week
o Try to develop your problem solving and lateral thinking skills.
~% induction week

Tutors answer FAQs

@ first year topics

1 \ recommended

Books) r2ading
7% check out other
courses
A typical week
* My recent activity Please note: this is only an example and your weekly timetable may be different to the ,
one outlined below.
Q my course
o
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
, Home
'nj’) o 1 hour lecture 2 hour lecture 2 hour 1 hour lecture 3 hour
" |laboratory laboratory
1.5 hour 1.5 hour laboratory 1 hour 1.5 hour 2 hour lecture
laboratory independant laboratory
study
4 hours of 4 hours of 4 hours for 2 hour lecture and 2 hours of
independent  independent study 3 games 3 hours of independent
study hours of independent study study

independent study

Here’s an example of the top of a course front page. You can see ‘Pointers from your
tutor’, some short video clips from tutors and what a typical week at university might
look like.
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| Ble Edt Vew Favortes Took Help

Student videos - FAQs =

What happens in induction week

At the start of induction week you will be welcomed by the department's head and the
head of the first year. You will enrol onto your degree programme as well as meet other
students and make friends with those who you will be studying with. During the week
you will meet your lecturers over tea and coffee as well as take part in laboratory
sessions that introduce you to some of the equipment that is used in the laboratory. You
will meet with your personal tutor as well as being introduced to the company projects
and industrial placements schemes that run here.

First year topics

Title of topic Brief synopsis Semester
lor2
Introduction to  This unit aims to develop problem solving and software 1&2
Computing programming skills; specifically to build C programs for —1

specific tasks and problems. Appropriate abstractions to
represent problems must be selected and the role of
documentation for improving software design, usability
and maintenance must be understood.

Introduction to  This unit aims to introduce and explore the key concepts 1 &2

Internet of Internet applications development.A Specifically, to
Applications develop the student's skill in the practical design,
development and g 1t of Internet lications.
Physical Layer  This unit aims to enable students to appreciate the 1
Technology electronics that underlies computer systems, especially

the operational concepts of wireless and mobile computer
networks and systems.
The Technology This unit aims to explore the concepts and current issues
Context related to sustainable development for commercial

S e R

-

Further down the page, there are short clips of students answering FAQs, notes on
induction week and some topics students might face in their first year.
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2 PrepUP - Internet Technology - Microsoft Internet Explorer

| Bl Edt vew Favorkes Toos Hep | &
organisations and activities. Al
Introduction to  This unit aims to investigate the principles of the ISO OSI 1
Data 7-layer and Internet S-layer models and characterise the
Communications services and protocols of the network and transport layer
in a data communication network architecture.
Scientific This unit aims to lay the mathematical foundations for the 1
Foundation of study of degree level ICT. This unit provides a foundation
ICT to algebra and statistics with emphasis on ICT
applications.
Web Project Many industrial computer engineering and software 2
development projects involve multiple people working on
the same project over considerable periods of time.
1 of such p requires individuals
to be able to work effectively as part of a team, to
communicate with other team members and third-parties
and to carefully plan their work and manage progress.
This unit provides the students with an opportunity to
enhance these crucial skills in the context of a web site
development project.
Introduction to  This unit aims to give students the opportunity to 2
System investigate network services from a practical viewpoint.
Configuration
Recommended reading
Author/s Pub Title Pub/web Why this will be useful?
 address
Deital H. Internet and World  Pearson This book will be helpful for
Deital P. Wide Web: How to  Education  the Internet application
Program design aspects of the course.
Peterson L.L. 2007 Computer Networks Morgan This book will be helpful for
Davie B.S. ISE: A Systems Kaufmann  the network systems design
Approach aspects of the course.
Sprankle M. 2008 Problem Solving and Prentice Hall This book will be helpful for
Hubbard J Programming the programming aspects of
Concepts the course. b=
Back to top
-

Further down the page still there’s some recommended reading.
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| Be Edt Vew Favoes Tods Help L
‘ou are here: prepup > home =
’. University of PrepUP
lo Portsmouth
Home  Uni Learning My Course Uni Life  Competitions Logout
e _Home You have logged in sucessfully
My course

I Ll

Coming to University is a big step and, for many people,
is a journey into the unknown. It is a very exciting time in
your life: you will be meeting new people, learning new
things and new horizons will be opening up to you.
PrepUP has been designed to give you some background
information to help you prepare for your first few weeks
at University and hear what staff and existing students
say.

e Facebook

Students' Union

Competitions
News ..

\ Get help
The first PrepUp competition winners announced! 3 prospective students have won
University of Portsmouth piggy banks after submitting useful money saving tips. They

» My recent activity suggested:
, Home

ot ° *Consider a pay-as-you go rmobile. Ask yourself this: is your mobite phone absolutely
‘J necessary? If the answer is yes, then ask yourself whether you really need all those
minutes and texts that come as part of your package.”

“Keep a shopping money diary, noting down how much you spend on each shop. This
way, you can caiculate whether you are over spending, and if so, limit the cost of your
next shopping trip.* ,

“Leave your car at home. Walk, use the bus or car pool if you have to.”
All very good ideas!

Don't miss out on your chance to win a University of Portsmouth Students' Union hooded

top - find out more here

You can also see on a typical ‘welcome’ page, options on the left to find:
MyCourse

Facebook — a link to Facebook groups set up for each course

Students’ Union

Get help

Competitions — several are run to draw students back in after an initial visit

Tabs across the top take you to:
Uni Learning — see the next slide
My Course

Uni Life

and the Competitions again

14
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| Fle Edt View Favortes Tooks Help a*
‘'ou are here: prepup > uni learning -

'".. University of Pl‘epUP

Portsmouth

Home Uni Learning My Course Uni Life Competitions Logout

*_Uni learning
Whatis a

lecture? Your course will help you develop your subject knowledge and help you acquire other
skills such as working in a team, making presentations, searching for references, etc.
What is a However, it is important to realise that learning at University is different to learning at
seminar? school or college: you will be expected to take much more responsibility for how and ey
when you learn.
Academic skills ’
If you would like to know more about what a lecture or seminar involves, check out the E"Wm e
links on the left or below. Or if you would like to brush up on your skills before you come g 4
Numeracy skills to University take a look at the Academic and Numeracy skills .
)
Explore the Also, don't forget to take a tour around the Universi ibrary, which has recently been
niversit extended and now includes an extensive range of books, academic journals and ‘
ibrar: electronic resources. It is also has a coffee shop which is a great place to meet other
students.

o

* My recent activity Okay, what do you work -v\z‘ m;"
’: uni learning s o~ 2t

v competitions .ﬁ fegten o A '
J o U g g enter lecture —genter seminar

@ facebook
B /

my course
Hom

o

Home

= .

Clicking on, say, Learning at University, brings us here and you can see the links on the
left have changed:

Academic Skills — our Academic Skills unit (ASK) created a suite of pages outlining
their work.

Numeracy Skills — also from ASK

Explore the University Library — which is the Library’s part of the project we’ll come to
in a moment

This page gives insight into what a lecture or a seminar might be like (again using
Flash technology to engage students visually). See the next slide.

15



2 PrepUP - What is a lecture - Microsoft Internet Explorer I =151 ]

| Be Ed Vew Favorkes Tods Hep | &
my course -
. 5
1f I don't understand
something can I ask
a question?
Roll your cursor over the students to find the questions (there are 8 to find)!
Click on the student or question to find out the answers. ||
end of tour‘
4 | [l

A screen grab from the Flash demo of what FAQs might be asked in a lecture.
Mousing over some of the silhouettes brings up various questions, clicking on the
guestion brings up the answer.

16



2} PrepUP - Home

rosoft Internet Explorer

| EBle Edt Vew Favortes Tooks Help

.*. My recent activity
Home

2

‘'ou are here: prepup > home
University of Pre UP
lo 1. ® Portsmouth p
Home  Uni Learning My Course UniLife Competitions
e Home You have logged in sucessfully
My course ' g
Welcome: UoP Staff
Eacebook Coming to University is a big step and, for many people, \

is @ journey into the unknown. It is a very exciting time in
your life: you will be meeting new people, learning new
things and new horizons will be opening up to you.
PrepUP has been designed to give you some background
information to help you prepare for your first few weeks
at University and hear what staff and existing students
say.

News ..

The first PrepUp competition winners announced! 3 prospective students have won
University of Portsmouth piggy banks after submitting useful money saving tips. They
suggested:

*Consider a pay-as-you go rmobile. Ask yourself this: is your mobite phone absolutely
necessary? If the answer is yes, then ask yourself whether you really need all those
minutes and texts that come as part of your package.”

“Keep a shopping money diary, noting down how much you spend on each shop. This
way, you can caiculate whether you are over spending, and if so, limit the cost of your
next shopping trip.*

“Leave your car at home. Walk, use the bus or car pool if you have to.”
All very good ideas!

Don't miss out on your chance to win a University of Portsmouth Students' Union hooded

top - find out more here

Logout

Back at the homepage, we can click on Uni Life to get to...

17
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| EBle Edt Vew Favortes Tooks Help

#e=. uni life

fe
seminar

® -
lecture

o -

) Uni leamin

competitions

_\) °

‘'ou are here: prepup > uni life Al
D@ Universityaf PrepUP
lo Portsmouth
Home  Uni Learning My Course UniLife  Competitions Logout
G £~ ~ v 1o re i1t
. Unilfe Life at University
Accommodation 2
ﬁ‘ Starting a new life at University can be very
exciting and there is a lot to look forward
Advice and to. However, as with everything there are
m travel some practical things to think about.
~ Student This page links to a number of useful areas {
)F'—”QMM and will help you find out more about day-
- 5 to-day life at University.
5 ydents union
If anything you would like to know about is
3 Sports not covered here, then visit the University's
‘,’> scholarships main website at: www.port.ac.uk
o’ scheme
o My recent activity

... this page offering tips/advice on accommodation, travel, finance, sports and so on.
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| Bl Edt Vew Favortes Tooks el L
‘'ou are here: prepup >Home > Facebook Al
D@ Universityaf PrepUP
lo Portsmouth
Home  Uni Learning My Course Uni Life  Competitions Logout
o _Home
My course
We have set up a number of Facebook groups to help you link up with other applicants
on your course. Please ensure that you read the conditions and guidance notes below
Facebook before you join your group.

The groups are only open to those who have applied for the courses that feature on the
PrepUp website, so add the Carolyne Jacobs, from the PrepUp team as your friend, let
her know which course you have applied for and she will add you to an appropriate
group.

Students’ Union

Competitions this year).

‘) (Please remember this is a new website and not all courses in the University are listed
J Facebook Groups

o My recent activity Faculty of Cultural and Creative Industries

facebook

Art, Design & Media + Art, Film & Media

my course
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

°
@ Architecture + Creative Technologies

, Home riminal tice + tion an ntinuing Studi
o ) °
Lang & Area Studies + Social, Historical & Literary Studies

Portsmouth Business School

ntin Finance + Law

nomics + Human R I + Strat Sin m:

Faculty of Science

The Facebook link takes students to a page listing groups that are set up for each
course area. This allows students to meet each other before they arrive, begin to
make contact/friends with each other and also ask questions. The groups are
monitored for questions and abuse etc but the latter hasn’t been a problem.
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rtsmou ol

Home  Uni Learning My Course  UniLife  Competitions

Logout

Shienimamn | Explore the University Library

The Library is a popular meeting place on campus with around 6000 students coming
through our doors every day. Our friendly staff are ready to help you find just what you

need - whether that's on paper or online. We have areas where you can sit and discuss
work with friends, as well as silent study areas, an IT suite with 180 PCs and a wireless

network throughout the building if you want to connect from your own laptop. Whatever
you need to do, there's a place for you in our Library.

Check out what we have to offer by clicking below.

ofxlnlote the . ..
‘Ifn.iveuig ofibtaf#

lecture

\/) uni learning

Moving on the ‘Explore the University Library’ section. This is the Library’s
contribution to the project and this is the main welcome screen.
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| Ble Edt View Favorkes Tooks Help

ortsmou -
Home  Unilearning My Course UniLife  Competitions Lo
»_Uni learning Explore the University Library
Whatis 3 . ; .
lecture? The Library is a popular meeting place on campus with around 6000 students coming
through our doors every day. Our friendly staff are ready to help you find just what you
Whatis 3 need - whether that's on paper or online. We have areas where you can sit and discuss
seminar? work with friends, as well as silent study areas, an IT suite with 180 PCs and a wireless
network throughout the building if you want to connect from your own laptop. Whatever
0 Academic skills you need to do, there's a place for you in our Library.

Check out what we have to offer by clicking below.
Numeracy skills

Explore the
Yniversity University libraries can
bk seem large if you are
used to a small college
or school library.
The next page contains

o My recent activity
Explore the

versit some links (if you can
nglrarry ° find them!) to help you
#E= unilife ) get familiar with the
g ° ' library before you arrive
i\ L
= e
seminar

lecture
o
3 uni learning
) ]

A second introductory screen explains what to do and introduces the ‘style’ of the
content.

[Demonstration of the live site showing some of the links (about 2/3 to Library
PrepUP content, 1/3 to University Library pages proper). Some more informational,
some more ‘fun’ to encourage exploration.]

[Also demonstrate the new this year 15 floor linking to information literacy packages
the Library has developed (such as Referencing@Portsmouth
http://referencing.port.ac.uk/ )]

[Also demonstrate the new ‘international’ page developed to give non-UK students
an extra welcome — including short ‘welcomes’ in a variety of languages.]

21



entance  PrepUP Library Schematic

1

PrepUP

This schematic gives an overview of the Library portion of the PrepUP project. These
are the two welcome screens.
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entrance  PrepUP Library Schematic

ground floor — basics

® PrepUP content
UoP Library web page

PrepUP

Here is the ground floor laid out. Not quite a 360 degree panorama of the atrium of
the extension we had unveiled a couple of years ago by PD James. The blue circles
show links to content specifically designed within PrepUP — which sometimes then
links off to a University Library web page. The green squares show links to normal
University web pages.

Examples of the former include: a short explanation of what’s the difference between
a periodical, journal or magazine, a description of PD James opening the Library,
some ‘quotes’ for students to drop into conversation with their parents about how
the Library is supporting them, an 11 entry jargon buster.

Examples of the latter include: a link to the Library Catalogue (from a brief
explanation of why it’s important), a link to our audio and virtual tours, a link to our
zoning policy for different usage of the Library.

Links out of PrepUP open in a new window to help with focussing on the Project
space.

23



entrance  PrepUP Library Schematic

ground floor — basics

® PrepUP content
UoP Library web page

external web page P re p U P

This year we added the first floor with links off to our information literacy projects:

Referencing@Portsmouth http://referencing.port.ac.uk/

Working with reading lists: http://findit.port.ac.uk/Reading_List/reading_list.html
Finding journal articles:
http://findit.port.ac.uk/Journrnal_Articals/finding_journal_articals.html

and

The Information Landscape
http://findit.port.ac.uk/Journrnal_Articals/finding_journal_articals.html

Academic Reading — in fact this ASK project has been delayed and we’re currently
linking to the UWE'’s excellent work on the subject:
http://www.uwe.ac.uk/bbs/students/studyskills/skills/reading/reading.shtml

Also on this floor is a photo with all our Faculty Librarians and their assistants each
providing a audio ‘hello’, a text greeting and links to their individual pages.

There are also things like a clock linking to world time zones (http://www.page-
1.com/time/clocks.asp ) which can be useful on occasions with distance learners!
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entrance  PrepUP Library Schematic

ground floor — basics

international

® PrepUP content
UoP Library web page

external web page Pr epu P

Also new this year is an international section with a variety of content from a leaflet
rack with a welcome in a variety of languages. (Usually the Library has a policy of not
translating any of our leaflets or learning material but it was felt an exception could
be made for this particular use).

An image of our ‘welcome’ banner which then also links the relevant welcome to the
relevant language leaflet.

Guides to our literature and language sections

Links out to our International Office, or local faith based groups who provide social
networks/contact points, or the Public Library with many resources.

There’s even a ‘desk’ with various items on which will tell you more about
dictionaries on offer, stationery purchase options, our foreign language newspapers
or the fascinating International Reflections of Leeds Metropolitan:
http://www.leedsmet.ac.uk/internat/reflects/index.htm

25



enrance  PrepUP Library Schematic

2 proper

ground floor — basics

international proposed “cupboard under the stairs”
section expvan§ion for Dark Side of the Web
(now thinking about a “basement workshop”
for some/all library workshops)
® PrepUP content

UoP Library web page

external web page P re p U P

Finally, we have plans for the future. Initially we’d conceived of a ‘cupboard under
the stairs’ linking to an online version (not built yet) of our Dark Side of the Web
workshop. Now the idea has been extended to the possibility of having a basement
workshop where cut-down/online versions of many of our workshops might exist.
(Examples follow). We're unsure yet about how much work we want to put into this,
however, as PrepUP is behind a login/password which wouldn’t be the Library’s first
choice but is a DCQE decision to provide a special place for pre-entry students. We've
signed up to the project knowing that was the deal.

Other ideas are to perhaps make entry to the first floor game based (perhaps by
collecting 5 or 6 letters and solving an anagram to create a password) or to make it
possible to visit this tiny virtual world with an avatar etc and interact with other
visitors. We have considered a virtual world such as Second Life as a setting for this,
but it was felt that we wanted to maximise the numbers who could visit without all
the technology or skills learning that SL etc requires.
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Workshop possibilities might include: ‘The Google, the Bad and the Ugly’



Indexed HTML pages

All HTML etc pages
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Finance
Banking
Directories
amazon Calcul:-:itors
é)V Shopping
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Exved Travel
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Our Deep Web workshop.
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Twitter
Survey monkey

Survey builder

LinkedIn

Knowledge Board

Skype

Meebo +—_ AIM Express

Google Sites
pbwiki

Twitter

EeedBurner

* Victory

« Talis List

+ Institutional Repository

Gwyer & Collinson (after Hilda Kruger)

Syllabus Finder

E-LIS
OAlster
Google
StumbleUpon

Cardiff Information

Literacy Bank

MySpace
Wikipedia
Ebay
Amazon
TripAdvisor
FaceBook
Library Thing
?

« library catalogue

+ databases

+ Google Scholar

- article linker

+ILLs

+ database & journal alerts Blogger
+ warkshops box.net

« FLs/LLOs Del.icio.us etc
Diigo
Bloglines
Elickr

disseminate
information

acquire information

Academic
staff
activities

utilize information

-R@P

+ Legal framework

+ Information Literacy Framework

+ Copyright
+ Licensing

UoP resources

internet technologies

YouTube

Superglu

organize/store
information

+ Institutional Repositary
+ EndNote
+ Information Overload

c-ma Buzzword
pbwiki Ajaxwrite
Google Docs Docly
Zoho Writer gOffice
ThinkFree GreenDoc
Gliffy Peel
Slideshare WriteBoard
Backpack / Ta-da List | Writer
Connotea

Our workshop on Web 2.0 technologies and their use.
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Welcome to the Web a tempting
selection of unique gems of wisdom.

Or the original idea of our ‘Dark Side of the Web’ having an online version.
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PrepUP

,,,,,, preparing students for university learning @ @
B

£ int

“I found out lots of useful information about my course.”
Pt

“A good opportunity to link up with others.”

2008 students’ comments about the University's PrepUP website

The new version of the PrepUP website went live in June 2009 and includes the following e
information for undergraduate students who have a conditional or unconditional firm offer
for October 2009 entry:
Q Course information including...
...pointers about how to prepare from tutors; videos of current students talking about their course

experiences; tutor videos about learning at university; a typical timetable; information about
induction week

O Preparatory Learning materials, a virtual tour of the Library, plus a ‘mock-up’ lecture theatre and ,
seminar room L

O Links to University webpages about accc dati dent fi
/ Students’ Union, etc.

Do

Portsmouth

This flyer provides a login and password which can be used to view an older version
of PrepUP. (My apologies it can’t be the current version). If you do want more details
or to have a demo of the current version etc, please get in touch with Carolyne Jacobs
carolyne.jacobs@port.ac.uk or drop me a line: timothy.collinson@port.ac.uk



PrepUP

......preparing students for university learning

Find out more at www.Prepup.port.ac.uk/hea
A username and password is not required, but you will need to record your name and institution.

Please note: You will see information for all courses, but students will be directed to information for
their specific course.

The PrepUP team have also created parallel Facebook groups to help students link up with each other
before they arrive at University.

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact:
Carolyne Jacobs, DCQE
email: carolyne.jacobs@port.ac.uk.
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Quick advert for the Library’s latest project:

Inspired perhaps by PD James opening the Library and our Cleudo inspired Fresher’s
Fayre display/quiz, ‘The Body in the Library’ is a unit in our VLE teaching criminology
students basic and more advanced library skills as they solve a murder that has taken
place within the building. Clues and notes and trails — in a visually attractive package,
get students engaged with otherwise mundane library skills. The whole thing can
easily be repurposed by other courses (e.g. digital forensics in computing) for their
students. Contact linda.jones@port.ac.uk for more information.
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Rooftops in Prague by Nina Clough

Much of our work invites contributions from *all* levels of Library staff and we’re
particularly fortunate to have some very talented colleagues from the loans team or
technical services who've contributed artistically (for example Paula Thompson on
Body in the Library) or technically (for example Emily White on social networking
development on Facebook etc). The above watercolour used here by permission of
Nina Clough (now Nina Moscrip) as a finale for presenting a paper on PrepUP to a
conference in Ostrava in the Czech Republic. The paper couldn’t have been written
without the contributions of many others than the two named authors and shows
what can be done where an environment of creativity is encouraged and welcomed.
(See also: ‘Spreading the Creativity Bug’ at:
http://eprints.libr.port.ac.uk/view/people/Collinson, Timothy.html).
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The author’s own photo of ‘Prague rooftops’ taken on the journey via 5 trains from
the south of England to the east of the Czech Republic. More information on, and
photos from, the Networked Digital Technologies Conference in Ostrava can be found
at: http://arg.vsb.cz/ndt2009/
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